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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET (PIS)

Title of Project: State of Teachers, Teaching, and Teacher Education in India Report - 2023

This Participant Information Sheet (referred to as PIS) gives you important information about this research study. It describes the purpose of the study, the risks and possible benefits of participating in the study. Please take time to review this information carefully.  Please ask for an explanation in case you do not understand word/s or sentence/s in the PIS.  After you have read the PIS, you are free to talk to the /researchers about the study and ask them any questions you have. You will be given a copy of the PIS and the signed informed consent document for your future reference.

Your participation in the study is voluntary.  You have the right to withdraw from the study at any stage without giving reasons for your withdrawal and without losing the  benefits of any future services. 

1. What is the study about? 

This report aims to address the question of the demand and supply of teachers, and teacher availability in schools. Through estimating and projecting teacher needs across different subjects, levels and school types and identifying the availability, this study attempts to analyze the issue of teacher shortage and provide suggestions for teacher recruitment and deployment to fill this gap.

2.  What is the rationale for the selection or screening of the respondents? 
You have been selected as a respondent in this study because you are a key stakeholder or beneficiaries of the teacher, teaching and teacher education in India. Understanding your experience and insights would help us in preparing the in depth case study. 

3. What is the relevance of the information being collected to the community or respondents? 
The information collected through this study will help in better understanding the trends in teacher availability and shortage across the country, namely, a shortage of teachers and a high Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) at the secondary school level and a surplus of teachers, especially at the elementary level. It also briefly looks at issues specific to hiring contract teachers to fill gaps in teacher availability. It then considers the data on the supply side to identify key trends: the number of teacher education courses, intake, enrollment and course completion in a few teacher education courses, across the country. 
 


4. Who can take part in this research study?

The following stakeholders have been identified for surveys and key informant interviews:
A. Teachers
B. Headteachers
C. Teacher educators
D. Principals of teacher education institutions
E. Student teachers
F. Block Education Officers
G. District Education Officers
H. Teacher Unions

5. How long will you be in the research study?	
The data collection is intended to take place between November 2023 to November 2024.  You will be contacted before that to seek an appointment based on your convenience. 

6. What are the possible risks and inconveniences that you may face by being in the research study?
There are no known risks involved in participating in this study. During the course of this period, you may have to provide a total of one or two hours for interviews that may be conducted in one or more cycles, based on your convenience. These interviews would be conducted both in-person and virtually.  

7.   What are the possible benefits to you being in the research study? 
As a key stakeholder or beneficiary of the teacher, teaching and teacher education in India. , you will benefit from the insights and analysis which will be presented in the final report of the study.  There are no monetary or material benefits for participating in the study.

8. How will your privacy and confidentiality be maintained? 
The data will be handled by a small team of trained researchers. No personal information will be collected unless it is essential for the study or for maintaining records. Data will be anonymised after collection and the anonymised data will be used for analysis and report writing.  

9. Will you have to bear any Expenses or Costs by participating in the research study?
No, you will not have to bear any expenses or costs of participating in this study. The costs of the study are being covered by the Centre of Excellence in Teacher Education of Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai as part of its flagship biennial reports on understanding the key issues in teachers, teaching and Teacher Education in India.

10. Whom do you call if you have questions or problems regarding rights as a participant?
If you have any questions about the study, you can contact the following: 
Name of Principal Institution: Centre of Excellence in Teacher Education, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai 
Investigators:
i) Principal Investigator:
Prof. Padma Sarangapani, Professor and Chairperson, Centre of Excellence in Teacher Education, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Telephone Number:  022 2552 5000 Email: psarangapani@tiss.edu 

ii) Co-Principal Investigator 		
Prof. Mythili Ramchand, Professor, Centre of Excellence in Teacher Education, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. Email: mythili.ramchand@tiss.edu
iii) Research Coordinator
Dr. Kamlesh Goyal, Senior Research Associate,  Centre of Excellence in Teacher Education, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.  Telephone Number:   022 2552 5000 Email: kamlesh.goyal@tiss.edu 
iv) Team Member
Aditi Desai, Research Associate, Centre of Excellence in Teacher Education, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Telephone Number:--+91-9167059041 Email: aditi.desai@tiss.edu
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